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Brandi Colón
Contact: 706-868-4030 (Office Hours 10:50-12:25)  colonbr@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us 
Class Remind: http://www.remind.com/join/whspat2020  OR Text @whspat2020 to 81010
Course Description and Objectives
The WHS Choir class integrates beginning, intermediate and advanced elements of auditory, vocal, kinesthetic, and aesthetic dimensions of choral music through analysis, rehearsal and performance. Particular attention will be paid to ensemble participation in the context of rehearsal and performance. Mandatory performance in formal concerts as well as auditioned opportunities such as Solo/Ensemble, Literary, Richmond County Honor Choir and the GMEA District and All-State Choirs are opportunities for students to grow in their overall musicianship.
 Materials: Pencil (NO PENS) & Highlighters 
Evaluation (Grading Policy)
·  Minor Grades: 60% (Daily Participation, Performance Quizzes, Theory Assignments.)
· Daily Participation (Minor)
a. A weekly grade of 100 will be given for having all required materials and participating in class. 
b. The following items are the makeup of this grade:
i. Music 25%
ii. Pencil 25%
c. If a student doesn’t have their music, an alternate music theory assignment will be given.  The assignment will be graded on completion within class time.  A maximum grade of 50 will be given for the day for a complete assignment or a minimum grade of 0 will be assigned for no attempt to complete the assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for this assignment and turn it in. 
d. Chorus is a performance based class.  Without your music and a pencil you are not able to participate.  This is like going to math class without your math book, pencil and paper.
· Performance Quizzes (Minor)
a. In class pass off Grades
i. Scales and arpeggios
1. Major
2. Minor
3. Chromatic
b. Sight Reading & Rhythm Exercises
c. Winter/Spring Concert Music Pass Offs (Each piece must be passed off...1 grade per piece)
d. LGPE Concert Music Pass Offs (2nd Semester) (Each piece must be passed off...1 grade per piece)
·  Major Grades: 40% (Final Performance & Theory Tests)
1. Final Performances & TheoryTests (Major)
1. I am not asking a lot by requiring attendance at concerts.  We only have one concert per grading period.  Concerts cannot be made up.  As I am teaching your student to be a successful musician, this is what we are working towards.  It is part of the discipline of being a musician and is crucial to helping your student achieve the goal of becoming a responsible musician.  Please be respectful of this.  Encourage your student to invite friends and family to the concert.  ALL concerts will be free and open to the public.  Students are required to attend the ENTIRE concert.  Do NOT leave when your student is done performing unless they are in the last group.  It is rude and breaks concert etiquette to the other bands for you to leave early.  Leaving early will result in a lower grade for the concert unless prior approval has been given. 
2. ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED AND MANDATORY TO ATTEND.  THIS IS WHAT WE WORK TOWARD IN CLASS.  GROUP PERFORMANCES ARE A PART OF THE GPS STANDARDS SET BY THE STATE. 
1. The only excusable absence from a final performance is sickness excusable by school terms or death in the family.  In the instance that either of these occur and documentation is provided to support it (a doctor’s excuse and funeral program).  An alternate written assignment will be given.
2. If the student has not passed off concert music and is unprepared to perform with their group an alternate written assignment will be provided.
· Final Exam: 20%
· Late Work Policy 
· Your work is counted as turned in on the date you turned it in on CANVAS. IF you are having trouble submitting on Canvas, you must tell me so that I can give you an ipad to submit from.
· Canvas will automatically deduct 3% from your grade for each day late it was turned in.
· Tutoring Hours:  After-school tutoring is offered weekly up request.
Class Rules / Expectations
1. Students will treat each other, the room and all materials with respect at all times.
2. Students will be on time to class.
3. Seating-order will be assigned during the first week of school. Seating will be done according to teacher choice and can be changed at any time. Students must sit in their assigned seat at all times.
4. Always be prepared for class
5. LISTEN to the teacher at all times. Talking while the teacher is speaking or giving instructions is NEVER appropriate.
6. No food or drinks allowed in the room. You may bring a water bottle.
7. No horseplay or vulgarity. Be a good example, others are watching you.
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